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Each year, the Royal Canadian Geographical Society honours trailblazers who truly exemplify the Society’s
mandate to “make Canada better known to Canadians and to the world.” In 2021, 18 medals were announced,
recognizing outstanding achievement in the fields of geography, education, science and exploration. As well, a
number of awards were bestowed on individuals who made a special impact in 2021. The awards were announced
at the Society’s Annual General Meeting on November 16 and recipients will be making acceptances during the
Fellows Show on November 17. 

“This year’s awards have gone to an extraordinary group of people, from artists to educators to scientists,” said
John Geiger, CEO of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. “We are honoured to bestow recognition upon each
of these individuals for their outstanding work in their fields and for their dedication to the Society and the discipline
of geography.”

A number of this year’s honorees will take part in the virtual Fellows Show (http://rcgs.org/fellowsshow). Louie
Kamookak Medal winner Gurdeep Pandher will get the proceedings off to a rousing start with a Bhangra
performance from his home near Lake Laberge, Yukon. And an appearance by William Shatner, recipient of the
Society’s 2021 Gold Medal, is guaranteed to be a highlight. Shatner has recorded a message with fellow actor Jared
Harris (https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/talking-apple-tvs-new-series-foundation-rcgs-medalist-jared-
harris) (a 2018 recipient of the Louie Kamookak Medal). 

As well, three medal winners held a virtual chat earlier in the year, which will be broadcast as part of the Fellows
Show.  Astronomer Sara Seager, Canadian Space Agency astronaut Jenni Sidey-Gibbons and ecologist Maydianne
Andrade joined forces for a women-in-science panel moderated by award-winning science journalist Alanna
Mitchell. Seager and Sidey-Gibbons were both awarded Gold Medals, while Andrade received the Lawrence J.
Burpee Medal.

The Massey Medal, which recognizes outstanding career achievement in the exploration, development or
description of the geography of Canada, was awarded to two recipients in 2021: 

Dr. Yvan Bédard, geomatics engineer and pioneering researcher in geographical/geospatial science, has pioneered
the way we think about geospatial data — from creating better database design to enhancing data definition. The
energy Dr. Bédard brought to his career in geographic data modelling has persisted into his passion for fine art
landscape photography, in which he seeks to educate people about Canada’s geography and advocate for
protection of the environment. 

Geologist Dr. Barbara Sherwood Lollar has advanced our understanding of the history of Earth’s geography. From
the billion-year-old water (https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/oldest-water-world-discovered-canada) that Dr.
Sherwood Lollar collected from deep beneath the surface of the Canadian Shield — now residing at the Ingenium
Centre, Ottawa — to her research into the microbial communities in the deep gold mines of South Africa, her work is
transforming our understanding of Earth science.

Four Gold Medals were awarded this year. The Students on Ice Canada C3 organization was recognized for its for
leadership, engagement and inspiration of youth in polar education. Looking up into the skies, astrophysicist and
planetary scientist Sara Seager was lauded for her incredible work exploring the frontiers of our universe. Seager is
a global leader in the study of exoplanets — the planets lying beyond the realm of our own solar system. She may
well be “the woman who might find us another Earth,” according to the New York Times. Astronaut and engineer
Jenni Sidey-Gibbons is the third Canadian woman and youngest Canadian to become a NASA astronaut. While
studying in the U.K., she co-founded the Cambridge chapter of Robogals, an international organization to encourage
young women to get involved in STEM subjects reaching over 3,000 girls in that country. And a man who needs no
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introduction, William Shatner, a philanthropist, actor, author, musician, director and producer, received the Gold
Medal for his body of work.

The Lawrence J. Burpee Medal was awarded to ecologist Maydianne Andrade. Recognized in the science
community for her expertise on the mating habits of spiders, she is also well-known for her advocacy work towards
racial equity in STEM.

All hail the volunteers! As a non-profit organization, the Royal Canadian Geographical Society would not be able to
fill its mandate without its dedicated supporters. The Charles Camsell Medal was awarded to Alison Gill, former
governor and committee member, and Susan Taylor, for her commitment in producing medals for the Society.

The Capt. Joseph-Elzéar Bernier Medal was awarded to renowned Arctic landscape artist Cory Trépanier. Sadly,
Trépanier passed away on Nov. 5, just weeks after he was awarded the Bernier medal
(https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/rcgs-awards-bernier-medal-arctic-painter-cory-trepanier). Trépanier had
recently launched the limited-edition coffee-table book Into the Arctic: Painting Canada’s Changing North. He had
noted that through conveying “the sense of wonder and awe I have when I’m out there,” he hoped his work would
inspire efforts to preserve and protect the fragile Arctic ecosystem and the way of life of the North’s inhabitants.

Cory Trépanier, second from left, accepted the Society’s Bernier medal at the launch of his Into the Arctic book on Oct.
23 surrounded by his wife Janet, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario Elizabeth Dowdeswell, and Society CEO John Geiger. 

Jacqueline Windh — geoscientist, athlete, photographer and author — received the Sir Christopher Ondaatje
Medal for Exploration. Windh is currently writing The Food Garden book series aimed at aspiring gardeners who
want to maximize their ability to produce their own food.
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A professor of geography at Memorial University of Newfoundland, Trevor Bell has been awarded the Martin
Bergmann Medal for Excellence in Arctic Leadership. A field scientist with a geographical focus in Arctic and
Atlantic Canada, he is the founding director of the innovative SmartICE program, which trains Inuit youth in the use
of satellite imagery and local knowledge to make maps for safer travel on sea ice.

The Louie Kamookak Medal was awarded to four recipients throughout the year. Artist Sylvain Voyer, known for
his rural landscape paintings, was a leading force in championing Alberta’s provincial art collection and is a founding
member and the inaugural president of the Canadian Artists’ Representation. Kathy Dembroski is the co-founder of
Canada Blooms and a strong supporter of the Toronto Botanical Gardens and the Canadian Canoe Museum; and
Gaajiiaawa Linda Tollas of Haida Gwaii is renowned as a seeker and sharer of ancestral knowledge, an educator
on Haida culture and an interpreter. With a smile as infectious as his Bhangra dance moves, Gurdeep Pandher
brings joy, hope and healing to newsfeeds across Canada and beyond. He was recognized for the national impact
he has had (https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/gurdeep-pandher-yukon-receives-louie-kamookak-medal)by
bridging cross-cultural divides, promoting inclusivity and spreading optimism and joy during the dark days of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Alex Trebek Medal for Geographic Literacy went to educator Randall Wilkie. With several decades of
experience in teaching geography at the high school level, Wilkie has spent the last 20 years imparting his
knowledge to new teachers as a lecturer of geography methodology at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, Ont.

The inaugural Gilles Gagnier Medal for Innovation in Geographic Education was awarded to Alberta-based
educator Margaret Leland, who emphasizes the importance of mapping skills and geospatial knowledge as a way
to get students curious about the world beyond their hometown. Leland challenges her students’ perspectives and
helps them to understand their place in the world, both geographically and experientially. Previously called the
Innovation in Geography Teaching Award, this award honours the memory of Canadian Geographic publisher and
COO Gilles Gagnier (https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/geographic-education-award-renamed-honour-
gilles-gagnier), who passed away unexpectedly on Sept. 10. 

The Society is one of Canada’s largest non-profit educational organizations, comprising more than 25,000
members from across the country. The Fellows Show can be viewed Nov. 17 at 8 p.m. EST on Canadian
Geographic (https://youtube.com/canadiangeographic)’s YouTube channel
(https://youtube.com/canadiangeographic).

Share this page

https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/gurdeep-pandher-yukon-receives-louie-kamookak-medal
https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/geographic-education-award-renamed-honour-gilles-gagnier
https://youtube.com/canadiangeographic
https://youtube.com/canadiangeographic


11/17/21, 9:18 AM Royal Canadian Geographical Society announces 2021 medalists | Canadian Geographic

https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/royal-canadian-geographical-society-announces-2021-medalists 5/7

Sponsored

Post Fun

People Today

Trendscatchers

Sizzlfy

Facts Therapy

TrendingGifts

Netflix Latest Rounds Of Cancellations and Renewals, See The List

These Twins Were Named "Most Beautiful In The World," Wait Until You See Them Today

Mom Calls Police After Receiving Son's Camp Photo

Wife Wanted a Divorce After Noticing Something Fishy in Family Photo

Bride Got What She Deserved When This Wedding Crasher Arrived

Groom Surprises Everyone By Suddenly Turning Around, Leaves Everyone Speechless

Here Are 23 of the Coolest Gifts for This 2021

0 Comments Canadian Geographic 🔒 Privacy Policy 1 Login

t Tweet f Share Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your siteAddd Do Not Sell My Data⚠

 Favorite

https://www.postfun.com/parenting/a-couple-gave-birth-to-beautiful-twins-see-where-they-are-now/?utm_source=tb&utm_medium=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09-tb&utm_term=These+Twins+Were+Named+%22Most+Beautiful+In+The+World%2C%22+Wait+Until+You+See+Them+Today-https%3A%2F%2Fwww.postfun.com%2Fhivemedia-images%2Fcreatives%2Ftwn%2F18_twn.jpg&utm_content=3008559415&utm_campaign=11083603-tb&utm_cpc=5cCW4v7ToU8z2pRH6wnCWzs5kgSdYO7PVEXEekK0z7g=&tblci=GiAUyFFgJP5LaxgLP4zwpPV-BqXquVSupZpYW5s_ujJhfiCXoUQorqaQjfe7uKdU
https://www.people-today.com/en/19120/?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=13746279&utm_content=3047951730&utm_medium=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&utm_term=13746279|disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&utm_mb=xle
http://indeedfinance.com/index.php/2021/07/15/wife-confronts-husband-after-family-portrait-and-files-for-divorce-2/?utm_source=tab-14004682&utm_medium=1042962&utm_term=taboola
https://rfvtgb.sizzlfy.com/worldwide/wedding-crasher-revenge-ta?utm_campaign=t-sf-wed-crash-s-d-ca-021121x&utm_medium=taboola&utm_source=taboola&utm_term=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09
https://factstherapy.com/bride-has-been-set-up/?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=MV_TB_CA_Bride_Desk&utm_medium=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&utm_content=3044050291&utm_term=13356935&tblci=GiAUyFFgJP5LaxgLP4zwpPV-BqXquVSupZpYW5s_ujJhfiC01lAojrvqvdXrkMnJAQ#tblciGiAUyFFgJP5LaxgLP4zwpPV-BqXquVSupZpYW5s_ujJhfiC01lAojrvqvdXrkMnJAQ
https://gifts.trendingdailygadget.com/?click_id=GiAUyFFgJP5LaxgLP4zwpPV-BqXquVSupZpYW5s_ujJhfiCXo1Yo8MOetd77_afZAQ&site=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&site_id=1042962&title=Here+Are+23+of+the+Coolest+Gifts+for+This+2021&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=13294903&campaign_item_id=3043435376&thumbnail=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trend180.com%2Fimg%2Flistarticle%2F1634277639_161396.jpg_f600x600.jpg&tblci=GiAUyFFgJP5LaxgLP4zwpPV-BqXquVSupZpYW5s_ujJhfiCXo1Yo8MOetd77_afZAQ#tblciGiAUyFFgJP5LaxgLP4zwpPV-BqXquVSupZpYW5s_ujJhfiCXo1Yo8MOetd77_afZAQ
https://bonvoyaged.com/popular-netflix-shows-canceled-renewed/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=481846&azs=taboola&azc=481846&azw=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&utm_term=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&azx=0.105
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/canadiangeographic/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=canadiangeographic&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://disqus.com/data-sharing-settings/


11/17/21, 9:18 AM Royal Canadian Geographical Society announces 2021 medalists | Canadian Geographic

https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/royal-canadian-geographical-society-announces-2021-medalists 6/7

ABOUT THE SOCIETY

Canadian Geographic is a magazine of The Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Royal Canadian Geographical Society is
dedicated to making Canada better known to Canadians, and the world.

The RCGS acknowledges that its offices are located on the unceded territory of the Algonquin Peoples, who have been
guardians of, and in relationship with, these lands for thousands of years. We further acknowledge and recognize that our work

reaches across all of the distinct First Nations, Métis Homelands and Inuit Nunangat, and for this we are grateful. 

The RCGS is a registered charity. Click here to learn more.
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